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DETAILED ACTION 

A. This action is in response to the following communications: Request for 
Continued Examination filed 05/22/2009. 

B. Claims 1,3-18 and 20-37 remains pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/22/2009 has been entered. 



Bogdan, Jeffery L. (US 6,169,984 B1), herein referred to as "Bogdan". 

As for independent claims 1 and 18 Bogdan teaches a computer program product 
tangibly embodied in a computer-readable storage medium, the product comprising 
instructions operable to cause a data processing apparatus to execute a method for 
navigating user interface elements on a display screen (figure 1;col.2, lines 45-57); the 
interface elements being arranged in order into user interface element groups having 
assigned group identifier characters (col.5, lines 58-60); and 
the interface elements indicating on the display screen, an element currently having 
focus to receive user input(col.6, line 16); the method comprising: 
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detecting a user navigation input comprising one of forward user navigation input key or 
a backward user navigation input key (figure 3, col .6, lines 24-39), the forward user 
navigation input comprises a forward modifier key press combined with a key press of a 
first group identifier character, and the backward user navigation input comprises a 
backward modifier key press combined with a key press of a second group identifier 
character (col.7, lines 1-8, 19-21 and 27-30); 

identifying a selected group of user interface elements associated with the first or 
second group identifier character (col.7, lines 19-30); and shift shifting input focus to a 
user interface element in the selected group based on the user navigation input key, 
wherein, when the user navigation input key is detected processed (col.7, lines 42-44); 
determining a current that contains the interface element currently having input focus 
(col.7, lines 42-44), and 

determining a target group that corresponds to the group identifier key press (col.6, 
lines 17-23; figure 3); 

wherein when the user navigation input key is the forward user navigation input focus is 
shifted to an interface element next in order in the current group if the current group is 

the same as the target group, or 

input focus is shifted to a first use interface element in the target group if the current 
group is not the same as the target group, and wherein when the user navigation input 
key is the backward user navigation input key, input focus is shifted to an interface 
element previous in order in the current group if the current group is the same as the 
target group, or input focus is shifted to an interface element last in order in the target 
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group if the current group is not tine same as the target group (col.6, lines 30-32; col. 7, 
lines 19-45 and col.8, lines 7-10,21-32). 

Bogdan does not specifically teach at application run time, grouping the user interface 
elements into groups according to characters contained in text labels associated with 
the user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press to the 
characters contained in the text labels associated with the user interface elements; 
determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing characters 
matching the group identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label containing 
(matching) the group identifier key press. 

However in the same field of endeavor Hoose teaches at application run time, grouping 
the user interface elements into groups according to characters contained in text labels 
associated with eh user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press 
to the characters contained in the text labels associated with the user interface 
elements; determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing 
characters matching the group identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label 
containing (matching) the group identifier key press ( col.2, lines 28-30; col.6,lines 58- 
67; col. 5, line 61- col.6, line 36; col.5, lines 1-43; table 1-2). Hoose mainly describes the 
navigation using a Tab key yet provides the alternative of using other predetermined 
keys such as character keys that are associated with user interface elements under a 
MDL (profile) that is being ran concurrently on a computer system with multiple running 
applications and modules. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine Moose's additional navigational keys/method into Bogdan's navigational 
method; this is true because Hoose solves the problem of providing a method/system to 
navigate to graphical user interface objects using input focus controls from a keyboard 
(col.1, line 65-col.2, line 15). 

As for dependent claims 3-8,19-22, 32 and 35, Bogdan teaches the product of 
claim 1 and corresponding method of claim 18, wherein: 

• As for claims 3, 19 the user interface elements have associated text labels, 
and wherein the user interface elements associated with the group identifier 
are user interface elements having an associated text label with a first 
character that matches the group identifier (figure 3; col.6, lines 13-23). 

• As for claims 4,19a character matches a group identifier if both are the same 
character regardless of character case (col.7, lines 40-53). 

• As for claims 5, 20 a character matches a group identifier if both are the 
same character in the same case (col.5, lines 58-62). 

• As for claim 6, 21 group the user interface elements into groups based on the 
first character of the associated text label of the elements at application run 
time (figure 3; col.6, lines 13-23) 

• As for claims 7, 21 group only the user interface elements in a current screen 
of the application into groups based on the first character of the associated 
text label (col.1 0, lines 31-33). 
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• As for claim 22, detect a sequence of forward user navigation input presses, 
the sequence having a first navigation key press and a last navigation key 
press; initialize the navigation string when the first navigation key press is 
detected (note claim 9 analysis above); start a time out interval with each 
forward user navigation input press; and determine the last navigation key 
press as the key press after which no forward user navigation input presses 
are detected within the time out interval (figure 6). 

• 

• As for claims 8, 32 and 35wherein, if there is no current group, the target 
group is deemed to be different from the current group and input focus is 
shifted to a first user interface element in the target group (col.6, lines 15-17). 

As for independent claims 9 and 23 . Bogdan teaches a computer program product 
tangibly embodied in a computer-readable storage medium the product comprising 
instructions operable to cause a data processing apparatus to execute a method for 
navigating user interface elements on a display screen (col.2, lines 45-57); the interface 
elements being arranged in order into user interface element .groups having assigned 
group identifier characters (figure 3; col.6, lines 17-23 and col. 7, lines 27-39); and 
the interface elements indicating, on the display screen, an element currently having 
focus to receive user input (col.7, line 21); the method comprising: detecting a sequence 
of one or more user navigation inputs key each user navigation input key being 
comprising one of a forward user navigation input key or a backward user navigation 
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input key (col.8, lines 21-32; col. 10, lines 25-33), the forward user navigation input 
comprises a forward modifier key press combined with a key press of a first group 
identifier character, and the backward user navigation input comprises a backward 
modifier key press combined with a key press of a second group identifier character 

(note the analysis of claim 1 above); 

generating a navigation string from the sequence of one or more group identifier 
characters for the one or more user navigation inputs keys (col. 5, lines 58-62); and shift 
shifting input focus to a user interface element identified by the navigation string (col.7, 
line 21); wherein, when the user navigation input key is detected pressed determining a 
current group determining, that contains the interface element currently having input 
focus, and determining a target group that corresponds to the group identifier key press 
(col.5, lines 58-62, col.7, lines 1-21; col. 10, lines 25-33);wherein when the user 
navigation input key is the forward user navigation input focus is shifted to an interface 
element next in order in the current group if the current group is the same as the target 
group, or input focus is shifted to a first user interface element in the target group if the 
current group is not the same as the target group, and wherein when the user 
navigation input key is the backward user navigation input key; input focus is shifted to 
user an interface element previous in order in the current group if the current group is 
the same as the target group, or input focus is shifted to an interface element last in 
order in the target group if the current group is not the same as the target group (note 
the analysis of claim 1 above). 
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Bogdan does not specifically teach at application run time, grouping the user interface 
elements into groups according to characters contained in text labels associated with 
the user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press to the 
characters contained in the text labels associated with the user interface elements; 
determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing characters 
matching the group identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label containing 
(matching) the group identifier key press. 

However in the same field of endeavor Hoose teaches at application run time, grouping 
the user interface elements into groups according to characters contained In text labels 
associated with eh user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press 
to the characters contained in the text labels associated with the user interface 
elements; determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing 
characters matching the group Identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label 
containing (matching) the group identifier key press ( col.2, lines 28-30; col. 6, lines 58- 
67; col.5, line 61- col.6, line 36; col.5, lines 1-43; table 1-2). Hoose mainly describes the 
navigation using a Tab key yet provides the alternative of using other predetermined 
keys such as character keys that are associated with user interface elements under a 
MDL (profile) that Is being ran concurrently on a computer system with multiple running 
applications and modules. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine Hoose's additional navigational keys/method into Bogdan's navigational 
method; this is true because Hoose solves the problem of providing a method/system to 
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navigate to graphical user interface objects using input focus controls (col.1, line 65 - 
col.2, line 15). 



As for dependent claims 10-12,24-26,33 and 36 Bogdan teaches the product of 
claim 9 and corresponding method of claim 23, wherein instructions to detect a 
sequence of one or more navigation key presses comprise instructions to: 

• As for claims 1 0, 24 detect a sequence of forward user navigation input 
presses, the sequence having a first navigation key press and a last 
navigation key press; initialize the navigation string when the first navigation 
key press is detected (note claim 9 analysis above); start a time out interval 
with each forward user navigation input press; and determine the last 
navigation key press as the key press after which no forward user navigation 
input presses are detected within the time out interval (figure 6). 

• As for claims 1 1 , 25 detect a sequence of backward user navigation input 
presses, the sequence having a first navigation key press and a last 
navigation key press; initialize the navigation string when the first navigation 
key press is detected; start a time out interval with each backward user 
navigation input press (figure 6;col.9, lines 10-40); and determine the last 
navigation key press as the key press after which no backward user 
navigation input presses are detected within the time out interval (note the 
above analysis of forward navigation). 
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• As for claims 1 2, 26 shift input focus to a next user interface element having a 
text label starting with the same characters as the characters in the navigation 
string, if the navigation key is a forward user navigation input; and shift input 
focus to a previous user interface element having a text label starting with the 
same characters as the characters in the navigation string, if the navigation 
key is a backward user navigation input (col.8, lines 21-32 and col. 10, lines 
25-33). 

• As for claims 33 and 36 wherein, if there is no current group, the target group 
is deemed to be different from the current group and input focus is shifted to a 
first user interface element in the target group (col.6, lines 15-17). 

As for independent claims 13 and 27 . Bogdan teaches computer program product 

tangibly embodied in a computer-readable storage medium, the product comprising 
instructions operable to cause a data processing apparatus to execute a method for 
navigating user interface elements on a display screen;, 
the interface elements being arranged in order into user interface element groups 
having assigned group identifier characters (col.5, lines 58-62, col. 10, lines 25-33); and 
the interface elements indicating, on the display screen, an element currently having 
focus to receive user input; the method comprising: detect detecting an ensemble of 
sequential user activation inputs key each user activation input key comprising a 
character, thereby detecting a sequence of characters, each user activation input key 
being comprising one of a forward user activation input key or a backward user 
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activation input key (col.8, lines 21-32; col. 10, lines 25-33), the forward user activation 
input comprises a forward activation modifier key press combined with a key press of a 
first .group identifier character and the backward user activation input comprises a 
backward activation modifier key press combined with a key press of a second group 
identifier character key (note the analysis of claim 1 above); identifying a matching 
activation user interface element by finding an activation user interface element having 
a label matching the sequence of characters (col.5, lines 58-62); and performing an 
action associated with the matching activation user interface element; wherein, when 
the user activation input key is detected pressed (col.7, lines 1-21), : determining a 
current group that contains the interface element currently having input focus (col.7, line 
21), and determining a target group that corresponds to the group identifier key 
press(col.7, lines 22-53); wherein when the user activation input key is the forward user 
activation input key, input focus is shifted to an interface element next in order in the 
current group if the current group is the same as the target group, or input focus is 
shifted to a first use interface element in the target group if the current group is not the 
same as the target group, and wherein when the user activation input key is the 
backward user activation input focus is shifted to an interface element previous in order 
in the current group if the current group is the same as the target group, or input focus is 
shifted to an interface element last in order in the target group if the current group is not 
the same as the target group (note the analysis of claim 1 and 9 above). 
Bogdan does not specifically teach at application run time, grouping the user interface 
elements into groups according to characters contained in text labels associated with 
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the user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press to the 
characters contained in the text labels associated with the user interface elements; 
determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing characters 
matching the group identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label containing 
(matching) the group Identifier key press. 

However in the same field of endeavor Hoose teaches at application run time, grouping 
the user interface elements into groups according to characters contained in text labels 
associated with eh user interface elements; the comparing the group identifier key press 
to the characters contained in the text labels associated with the user Interface 
elements; determining a target group that has a corresponding text label containing 
characters matching the group identifier key press; having a (an associated) text label 
containing (matching) the group identifier key press ( col.2, lines 28-30; col.6,lines 58- 
67; col. 5, line 61- col. 6, line 36; col. 5, lines 1-43; table 1-2). Hoose mainly describes the 
navigation using a Tab key yet provides the alternative of using other predetermined 
keys such as character keys that are associated with user interface elements under a 
MDL (profile) that is being ran concurrently on a computer system with multiple running 
applications and modules. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the Invention 
to combine Hoose's additional navigational keys/method into Bogdan's navigational 
method; this is true because Hoose solves the problem of providing a method/system to 
navigate to graphical user interface objects using input focus controls (col.1, line 65 - 
col.2, line 15). 
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As for dependent claims 14-17, 28-31, 34 and 37, Bogdan teaclies tine product of 
claim 13 and corresponding method of claim 27, wherein instructions to detect an 
ensemble comprise instructions to: 

• As for claims 14, 28 detect a sequence of one or more characters that 
uniquely identifies an activation user interface element (col. 10, lines 25-33) 

• As for claims 1 5, 29 the sequence of one or more characters is a sequence of 
identical group identifiers (note the analysis of claims 13, 1 and 9). 

• As for claims 1 6, 30 detect one or more sequential activation key presses 
entered by a user within a time threshold (figure 6) 

• As for claims 17, 31 the pressing and releasing of an activation modifier key 
delimits the activation key presses in the ensemble (col.8, lines 21-32). 

• As for claims 34, 37 wherein, if there is no current group, the target group is 
deemed to be different from the current group and input focus is shifted to a 
first user interface element in the target group (col.6, lines 15-17). 



(Note l) It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and 

any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it 
contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33, 216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 
USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Response to Arguments 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,802 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2179 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-18 and 20-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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